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CGC1P - CLIMATE CHANGE SIGHT PASSAGE

Read the passage below and answer the following questions.  Read the questions carefully before reading the passage to help you find the answers. 
Climate change is a result of global warming, which is caused by greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide being trapped in our atmosphere. Although these gases are necessary for life, pollution from human activity in the last 200 years has released more carbon dioxide than our planet can handle. The effects of this global warming of our planet and the climatic change it produces are becoming more dramatic every day.
Climate change is occurring at a rapid pace in the Arctic. Global warming is melting the polar ice caps and it is threatening to place the entire Arctic ecosystem in trouble. Polar bears are now threatened because climate change in Canada is robbing them of the ice floes they need to hunt prey. As the annual sea ice melts, polar bears are forced ashore to spend their summers fasting. If the Arctic ice cap continues to melt sooner and form later, polar bears will become too thin to reproduce and they will become extinct by the end of this century as a result of global warming and climate change.
The polar bear's habitat – the Arctic – is experiencing the consequences of climate change more than any other place. Research shows that temperatures in the Arctic are rising at almost twice the rate of that of the rest of the world. As a result, Arctic sea ice is melting at a greater rate every year – sea ice that not only provides hunting ground for polar bears, but shelter and transportation for seals, walrus, arctic foxes, and the Inuit people.
The underside of Arctic ice provides a surface for algae that support fish like cod and char and whales like beluga and narwhal. The white sea ice also has a cooling effect on climate by reflecting light away from Earth's surface. If the Arctic continues to melt, global warming and climate change will advance even more quickly. We must put a stop to global warming and climate change!
Excerpt from naturecanada.ca

Questions 
1. Climate change is a result of what? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What has released more carbon dioxide than our planet can handle over the last 200 years? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Climate change is occurring at a ___________ pace in the _________.  

4.  How are polar bears threatened by global warming? (2 marks)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does sea ice and its underside provide for polar bears and other Arctic creatures? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What can you do to help stop climate change? 

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

