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Hostelling 101
Hostels

· Hostels are a unique form of accommodation unlike hotels or motels. They are unique in that all facilities  are shared with other guests (room, bathroom, kitchen etc) 

· Shared facilitates keep the cost per guest low. 

· More importantly, Hostels create an environment of communal camaraderie between travelers

What is Hostelling?

· Hostelling in part, the act of travelling and staying in hostels

· Often referred to as ‘Backpacking’ and perhaps best described as travelling cheaply with an adventurous spirit. 

· Backpackers tend to travel for longer periods period of time than typical tourists. 

· In many countries, such as Australia and New Zealand for students or recent grads to take trips up to a year or more. 

· While hostelling you get the chance to see the world from the perspective of the locals, learn local customs, each local food etc

· Trips are usually roughly planned and allow for last minute changes

Who stays at Hostel?

· Hostels tend to have a youthful atmosphere, but people of all ages stay in them

· Hostellers are usually outgoing, friendly and welcoming to new travelers

· Hostels are an excellent place for travelers travelling alone as it’s a great way of meeting other travelers and sharing travel experience
How did Hostels get started?

· Hostels have most likely been around for thousands of years

· The official hostel movement started by a German School teacher in summer of 1907 using the classrooms as the sleeping area

What do Hostels look like?

· They come in all shapes and sizes. 

· There are hostels in castles, schools, railroad cabooses

What is the atmosphere like?

· There are many different hostel atmospheres. Some are party hostels, some have travelers in bed by 9pm and up at 5am.

· Most rooms are dormitory style. Either 4-12 people sleeping in one room. Most often they are separated sex, but there are few with mix gender rooms with separate changing areas.

· Dormitory rooms can be quite noisy as each person has a different schedule. 

· Most Hostels have rules, but general ones that allow respect for each traveler

· Some hostels do come with a curfew or a lock out time (time during the day that you can be in the hostel so that they can clean)
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